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referendum. A loose federation of socialistic and re-
publican communes would be guaranteed alike against
the costly adventure of dynastic wars and the barbarous
electoral results of a clerical victory among the villages.
Much horror is often expressed at a programme
designed to procure the political dismemberment of
France ; but it is proper to recognize that among the
heterogeneous ideas of the Commune there are traces
of that current of humanitarian feeling which, spring-
ing from the ideas of 1789, has ever since been a con-
stant and melodramatic element in the republican
professions of France. The guillotine was solemnly
burned and a decree was passed for the destruction
of the Imperial Column in the Place Venddme on the
ground that it was "a monument of barbarism, a
symptom of brute force and false glory, an affirmation
of militarism, a negation of international law, and a
permanent insult of the conqueror to the conquered/'
The eighty thousand affiliated members of the Inter-
nationale dreamed that fine old dream of human
fraternity which is the prize of youth or the privilege
of inexperience, and burned to drive it home at the
point of the bayonet.5

All this, i however, passed unappreciated in the
general horror which the Commune inspired. The
governing propensity of French politicians is timidity,
and as France welcomed the Empire, not because it
was actively enamoured of Csesarism, but in order
to escape the Red Republic, so it was now ready to
accept a government which should undertake to cleanse
the body politic of the same malignant poison. Thiers
with his Provisional Republic performed this office.
The lively President strutted behind his troops watch-
ing through his field-glasses the success of his own